
Recycling rate approaches 50%, rates vary across the city 

Data source: Oxford City Council Recycling and Waste Team, Website: www.oxford.gov.uk/recycling, Twitter: @Recycle4Oxford  

Tiffany Ko | Social Statistics Officer | 01865 252797 | tko@oxford.gov.uk | www.oxford.gov.uk/oxfordstats | Twitter:@OxCityStats | Sep 2016 

Recycling rates for Oxford have been steadily increasing over the past ten years, with the 2015/16 provisional recycling rate nearly reaching the 
Council’s goal of 50% by 2020 — ten years ago the rate was just under 20%. For year 2014/15, Oxford was one of the top five English cities for 
recycling. The significant increase in recycling means over 1,000 fewer tonnes of rubbish collected by the Council, and a reduction of carbon 
emissions equivalent to taking 600 cars off the road. Yet the recycling rate is uneven across the city, with most waste collection rounds north of 
the city centre recycling over 50% of waste, and many areas south and east of the city centre recycling at rates lower than 47%. To reduce the 
total amount of waste produced and increase the proportion of the waste stream that is recycled, the Council has been providing incentives and 
raising awareness through the Blue Bin Recycling League and completing the roll out of weekly food waste collections to all flat sites in the city. 
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* The 2015/16 full year data is provisional 
until published by Defra this November 
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